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The Adult Guardianship and Trusteeship Act (AGTA) replaces the Dependant Adults act (DAA) and came into force on October 30th 2009. 

 
Guiding Principles 
The AGTA is to be interpreted and administered in accordance with the following principles 
A – The adults is presumed to have the capacity to make decisions until the contrary is determined. 
B – The means by which an adult communicates to enable the adult to be understood is not relevant to the determination of capacity. 
C – The adult’s autonomy must be preserved by ensuring that the least restrictive and least intrusive form of assistance or substitute decision-
making that is likely to be effective is provided. 
D – In determining whether a decision is in the adult’s best interests, consideration must be given to the adult’s wishes, values and beliefs, if known, 
while the adult had capacity 

What is New? 
Continuum of Decision-Making Choices 
The appropriate choice for decision-making assistance shall be based on the capacity and needs of the adult: 
 

- Supported Decision-Making Authorization – capable Albertans may complete a regulated form identifying up to 3 persons who can collect 
information on their behalf and then support them in decision-making. The adult still remains in charge of their decision-making and can 
revoke the authorization at anytime. This type of assistance would be particularly beneficial in making health care decisions. 

 
- Co-decision-making Court Order- The court may appoint a co-decision-maker for an adult who is assessed by a capacity assessor as 

having a significant impairment and who requires assistance in order to understand and appreciate the consequences of decisions. The 
assisted adult and co-decision-maker make decisions jointly. This type of assistance is expected for adults with developmental disabilities 
and individuals in early stages of Alzheimer’s disease. 

 
- Guardianship and Trusteeship Court Order(s) – The court may appoint a guardian or trustee for an adult who is assessed as being 

incapable of making decisions relating o either personal matters or financial matters. 
 
Capacity Assessment Report 
Trained health professionals may be designated as capacity assessors to assess an adult’s decision-making capacity. The assessment process is 
standardized, focuses on cognitive and functional abilities, targets the types of decisions the adult will need to make, and identifies the level of 
assistance required. 
 
Review Officer and Court Application Process 
A Review Officer in the Public Guardian’s office will review for completeness, application documents for co-decision making, guardianship or 
trusteeship and will collect the information that relates to the suitability of a proposed co-decision-maker, guardian or trustee. The review Officer may 
arrange for the application to be filed, if not already filed with the court, and arrange for service and notice to interested persons. The Review Officer 
will interview the proposed represented adult to determine the adult’s views and wishes, unless dispensation of service to the proposed represented 
adult is requested. The Review Officer will prepare a report for the court. 
 
Application for the Court’s Examination and Approval of Trustee’s Accounts 
Application documents for the court’s examination and approval of a trustee’s accounts will be reviewed b the Review Officer for completeness. The 
Review Officer will not review the accounts for accuracy. The Review Officer may arrange for the application to be filed, if not already filed with the 
court, and arrange for service and notice to interested persons. 
 
Complaints Officer and Investigator 
Written complaints about a co-decision-maker, guardian or trustee can be sent to a Complaints Officer for review. If the Complaints Officer 
determines that an investigation is necessary, the Complaints Officer will refer the complaint to an investigator who will conduct an investigation 
including possibly interviewing the assisted adult or represented adult. The investigator may notify authorities, attempt to resolve the complain, 
recommend the Public Guardian apply for guardianship or a temporary protection order, or recommend the Public Trustee apply for trusteeship. 
 
Transitional Provisions 
Transitional regulations provide a window through which the Dependant Adults Act requirements and procedures will still be applicable to court 
orders made and in effect und that Act on October 30, 2009 and to court application filed under the DAA on or before January 30, 2010.  
 
Any Questions please don’t hesitate to contact Lincoln Mar at 780-427-2744  
 

 
 



 

 
  

����� � ���� 	 � 
������
��������� ��������� ����� �

 
 
   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
    
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  
   
  
 
 
  
  
   
      
  
  

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

  

"������
�����������
�
���������#���������������$%&&'(�)� ���������	
�	� �
�����*������������������$%&&'(�)� 
�����������	��
 �

�

!�������������
������+��#�������,�

·  -������������

·  .������/�

·  ���0���/��
 ��

·  ���0���1������
��

·  /������2�������

·  "�������/
�3
��

·  �����
��	�

·  �������4�

·  
����������� ����

"�����������-��55 �

��������	�
	���
�
����
� �

o ��������	���
���
��
�
 �

o �������

����	�
�	���
�
�������
���	���
��

o �
���������������
�	�������

��������	��
����

������ �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



����������������	����������������
		
������������
���

��������
�
�������
�������������������
���
�������
��
���	���������������

������
���������
�	������������	�

�	���
����������������
�
����������������
�����������
���� �
�������������������������
������������������!��

����!""�����
		
������������ �����������#$�����%�#������
#&�������#�����
���  

�



   

 

����� 	 ���� 	 � 
������
���������� ��������� ���� �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

������
 � 
��
 � 
�� ��� 


 �!��
����	 




o 2��))����
���
o 345�
��$�

 �������
o 3��$���	�	��
��

������
o 246��$���)���
o 3��$���	���
�

������ �
�
�

"��������	 




0�����
�	 ���
	�678�
�)����$�
"��������
��)��))����
���
��
����
�����)��
�������

�
��)��$�'	�
������������)�

��)��
���
�$�(�	�����
��		������	����� ��
�
���	��$�

0�����'	�)�
1���.�	
�����
	 ����	������	*���
����7�

����
����
����
����	���	 ���
��
����	��
	��������

	 ����)�
�	���	���� ������	����
��
����))����
���
���	�
 $�

 
 


��������
����������

215-1 Carnegie Drive 
St. Albert. Alberta 

T8N 5B1  
 
 

PHONE: 
(780) 460-1400 

 
 

FAX: 
(780) 459-1380 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.loseca.ca 
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