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The Houdini’'s of Watering: Turning Grass from Brown

to

Green!

For the past three months, a group of people
from the Employment Program have been
breathing new life into the vegetation at a St.
Albert condominium complex. Patrick, Kelly,
Bob, Debbie, Cheri, and Bonnie have been
gaining excellent work experience and have
become master groundskeepers & watering
experts. A team of three is responsible for
watering the grounds three hours per day, three
times per week, so the positions are job-shared,
with different teams deployed every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. The job placement has
given this group the opportunity to learn and
develop a number of outdoor caretaking skills,
such as wrapping up and untangling hoses,
attaching sprinklers, turning on taps, and using
wrenches and other equipment. They have also
gathered other gardening knowledge, such as
how to identify which patches of grass need
water - and there are a lot - and how long you
need to water each tree or shrub - at least 30
seconds, if you're wondering! This talented

group has had to flexible and adaptive to cope in

a dynamic work setting. There are both group
and independent work, and there are plenty of
distractions to deal with, such as the weather
and the landscaping crew. But there are tons of
reasons to love this job!

“The residents of the building are
lucky to have such dedicated
people tending to the lawns and
plants that they care SO MUCH
about. The grounds are already
looking greener since we've been
there. Keep up the fantastic

work!” — Job Coaches

Bob - “I love getting all of the
equipment ready and putting the
sprinklers on.”
Debbie — “I like being outside
and | learned that the trees need
lots of water.”
Patrick — “I like wrapping up the
hoses (just like ropes on the
farm) and | don’t mind getting
wet.”
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215-1 Carnegie Drive
St. Albert. Alberta
T8N 5B1

PHONE:
(780) 460-1400

FAX:
(780) 459-1380

We’'re on the Web!
See us at:
www.loseca.com




